2026 Nordheim FFA Livestock Show General Rules and Regulations
Revised August,2025
Show Date & Time: January 31, 2026, 9:00 AM

Rule 1: Rules Committee
The rules committee will consist of the Stock Show Committee and the Agricultural Science Teacher (AST). This committee is responsible for interpreting the rules and ruling on any violations related to the Stock Show. The Stock Show Committee reserves the right to modify or add to these rules before or during the show if deemed necessary and beneficial to the show.
Rule 2: Livestock Control and Responsibility
All livestock exhibits will be under the control of the AST and the Stock Show Committee. Neither the AST nor the Stock Show Committee will be responsible for any loss or damage. Exhibitors are responsible for any loss, injury, or damage caused by their animals and must indemnify the Show, the Stock Show Committee, and the AST against any legal action or damages.
Rule 3: Stock Show Committee Members
The Stock Show Committee includes:
· Chairperson: Bernard Warwas
· Vice-Chairperson: Pam Remmers
· Secretary: Jeannie Heard
· Treasurer: Joyce Ann Warwas
· Members At Large: Joseph Ckodre, Ryan Schuenemann, Gordon Reynolds
· Agricultural Science Teacher: Robert Sager
Rule 4: Membership
Nordheim FFA - Exhibitors must be active members of the Nordheim FFA. FFA members (grades 8-12) must be enrolled in an agricultural science class each semester. (8th grade is considered a Senior Showman)
Junior FFA Membership
Nordheim Junior FFA members must be at least 9 years old or in grades 3-7 at the beginning of the school year preceding the show.
Rule 5: Eligibility Dues and entry fees must be paid by the first Saturday in October and are non-refundable. Students must be enrolled at Nordheim I.S.D. and meet UIL NO PASS, NO PLAY rules. Students who have maintained a 90% attendance rate before and during the Stock Show and whose attendance make-up has been completed and recorded by the Nordheim I.S.D. Superintendent are eligible to show and sell. The Superintendent and/or Principals of Nordheim I.S.D. will have the authority to determine whether an exhibitor may show and sell due to disciplinary actions.  The Stock Show Committee will consider extenuating circumstances on a case-by-case basis.
Rule 6: Application for Entry
Applications must be on official forms, signed by the exhibitor, and submitted by the first weigh-in in October and will not be refunded due if the Exhibitors decides to drop out of the show.  Exhibitors must provide a receipt for each animal, including the breeder's contact information (name, phone number, and address). Each exhibitor is permitted to bring a maximum of two market animals and two breeding animals. To be able to apply for an entry, any previous financial obligations relating to any show activity (including but not limited to FFA/4-H exhibit, show, or project) must be settled before applying.
Rule 7: Non-Terminal Show and Sale Type
Market goats, hogs, and lambs will be sold by the head. Market steers will be sold by the pound up to a maximum of 1,200lbs. All market animals will return to the exhibitor’s property after the auction.
Rule 8: Validation
State Validation Tags will be accepted in lieu of Nordheim Validation Tags.  Animals may be validated under the family name instead of individual exhibitor at the first weigh-in.  Family validated animals must determine the actual exhibitor by January Weigh-In. 
Rule 9: Sale Eligibility
Each member may sell one animal through the auction. Members with any combination of two grand and/or reserve grand champion animals are eligible to sell two animals. A 5% commission will be charged on all auction sales to cover Show expenses.  In the event auction sales fall below $100,000, commission will also be charged on bumps.  The sale order shall be made up after the judging of all classes and exhibits. Animals and exhibits will sell according to the placing in the show.  
Rule 10: Market Livestock Acquisition and Entry Fees
Livestock must be acquired by the following dates:
· Steers: First Saturday in August
· Goats and Lambs: First Saturday in October
· Hogs: First Saturday in November
Entry fees:
· Steers: $10.00
· Goats, Hogs, and Lambs: $5.00
Weigh-ins for validation:
· Steers: First Saturday in August
· Goats and Lambs: First Saturday in October
· Hogs: First Saturday in November
Monthly weigh-ins will be held from 8:30-9:30 AM. A $25.00 cash fee will be charged for using the scale outside of scheduled weigh-in dates at the AST discretion. 
Rule 11: Eligibility by Grade
Students in grades 3-12 are eligible to show in all market and breeding divisions.
Rule 12: Feed Requirements
All animals must be fed commercial feed. Exhibitors must keep feed receipts for their expense records.
Rule 13: Residue Avoidance
To ensure consumer safety, the use of drench guns, stomach pumping, any other method (by esophagus), the use of ice packs and other prohibited substances is not allowed on the show grounds prior to, during, or after the show. The use of top dressings and show supplements is allowed for all animals.
Rule 14: Steer Requirements
Steers must be castrated, dehorned, halter-broken, and led by the exhibitor at the mandatory weigh-in of the first Saturday of the month of October and the first Saturday of January or the animal will be sifted. The Stock Show Committee will consider extenuating circumstances on a case-by-case basis. At show time the steer must weigh a minimum of 900 pounds at final weigh-in and steers must be slick sheared no earlier than one week before the show to have no more than one-fourth (1/4) inch of hair at any place on the animal, excluding the tail switch, when they arrive at the Show Grounds. NO CLIPPING will be allowed after the arrival (electrical or manual). 
Rule 15: Grooming Restrictions
This is a “Blow and Go” Show. Grooming or fitting with foreign material that includes (but not limited to) painting, powdering, oiling, artificial coloring, or adhesives is prohibited.
Rule 16: Goat Requirements
Market goats may be a breed or crossbred, must be either wethers or open females (females not bred or have not kidded), must be dehorned with a maximum of 1 inch of regrowth. No tooth rule but must weigh between 60 and 135 pounds at final weigh-in.  Market goats must be washed, dried, clipped and free of parasites at the time of final weigh-in. Only small collars or chains around the neck may be used. 
Rule 17: Lamb Requirements
All market LAMBS must be castrated, docked, and sheared by the first weigh-in in October. All market lambs must weigh 90 pounds at final weigh-in. All lambs must be sheared, washed, and dried at the time of weigh-in. No halters will be used in the show ring.  
Rule 18: Hog Requirements
Market Hogs must weigh between 200 pounds and 285 pounds at final weigh-in. All hogs must be castrated by November 1. All hogs will be clipped prior to arriving at final weigh-in. All hog exhibitors have the option whether to use a show quirt or baton while exhibiting their animal. 



Rule 19: Breeding Animals
Entry fees:
· Heifers: $10.00
· Breeding Goats, Hogs, and Lambs: $5.00
Weigh-ins for validation:
· Heifers: First Saturday in November
· Breeding Goats and Lambs: First Saturday in October
· Breeding Hogs: First Saturday in November
Heifer Requirements
Heifers must be validated and on the exhibitor’s property by the October State Validation Date.  They must weigh-in the first Saturday of November. The animals must be registered in the Herdbook of their Association in only the name of the Junior owner on or before the November weigh-in. 
· Heifer Calves: 10-13 months
· Junior Heifers: 14-21 months
· Senior Heifers: 22-29 months
Breeding Goat Requirements
· Ownership: Must be owned by the October weigh-in.
· Weight Limit: Minimum weight is 50 lbs.; no upper weight limit.
· Breeds: Open to any breed or crossbred meat-type goat.
· Horns: Horned animals must have tipped horns; no sharp points allowed.
· Equipment: Animals can be shown with either a collar or chain.
· Health Check:
· A sifter will be present during check-in.
· If a health issue is detected, the sifter will consult with the Ag teacher to determine if the goat can be checked in and shown or if it must be removed from the show barn for health reasons.
· Clipping: Goats must be clipped to 3/8 inch or less above the hock before check-in.
· Class Division: After weigh-in, entries will be divided into classes based on weight.
· Appearance:
· No paint or substances are allowed to alter or enhance body color.
· Eligibility:
· Does must be validated as does.
· Show Eligibility: Does shown in the breeding goat show are not eligible for the Market Goat Show, and vice versa

Breeding Hog Requirements
· Ownership: Must be owned by the November weigh-in.
· Weight Limit: Minimum weight is 50 lbs.; no upper weight limit.
· Breeds: Open to any breed or crossbred meat-type hogs.
· Equipment: Animals can be shown with either a show quirt or baton.
· Health Check:
· A sifter will be present during check-in.
· If a health issue is detected, the sifter will consult with the Ag teacher to determine if the hog can be checked in and shown or if it must be removed from the show barn for health reasons.
· Clipping: Hogs must be clipped prior to check-in.
· Class Division: After weigh-in, entries will be divided into classes based on weight.
· Appearance:
· No paint or substances are allowed to alter or enhance body color.
· Show Eligibility: Gilts shown in the breeding hog show are not eligible for the Market Hog, and vice versa
Breeding animals will receive a grading ribbon and grade money. An animal number tag is not required.
Rule 20: Animal Presentation
Animals must be trimmed, washed, and dried before arriving at the show. The second animal in a class must be shown by a Nordheim FFA or Junior FFA member. The show owner exhibitor number will be displayed on the back of the shirt/jacket. Second animal exhibitor number will be displayed on the front of the shirt/jacket of the student exhibiting that animal.
Rule 21: Division and Classes
Assignment of weight classes will be determined after final weigh-in. If sufficient animals are entered, divisions will be divided into weight classes. The first-place animal in each class will compete for Grand Champion, and the second-place animal from the Grand Champion class along with the remaining first-place animals will compete for Reserve Grand Champion.
Rule 22: Animal Inspection
At the owner exhibitor’s request, an animal/pen inspection may be made by the AST and/or a stock show board member.
Rule 23: Sifting
All animals will be sifted as they are delivered for Stock Show weigh-in and those not of Show quality or which are crippled will be ineligible to show or sell. The sifted entries must be removed from the grounds and returned to their home property. A sift judge will be appointed and if one is not available the livestock committee except for the agricultural science teacher shall serve as the sifting committee.

Rule 24: Exhibitor Responsibility
Exhibitors must remain with and care for their animals when they are being weighed in (from 2:30-4:00, Friday), Saturday morning feeding, shown, sold, and will load their animal on their home property trailer. After pens/grounds have been cleaned by exhibitors and students selling food, craft, and art projects, roll taken by the agricultural science teacher, the students will be dismissed. Failure to comply by exhibitors with this rule will result in the forfeiture of all grade money, and all other students will result in a $25.00 penalty taken out of their check.
Rule 25: Arrival and Preparation
All animals must be at the Show Barn to be weighed between 2:30 and 4:00 PM the Friday prior to the Show. All animals must remain in the Show Barn and/or designated areas after they are entered. All animals are to be fed and watered between 4:00 and 10:00PM. There will be no feeding or watering inside the Show arena. Remember to remove the feed and water containers from the pens. ALL ANIMALS MUST BE IN THE SHOW BARN AND READY FOR SHOW BY 8:00AM ON THE DAY OF THE SHOW.
Rule 26: Show Barn Hours
The Show Barn will be closed to exhibitors and visitors at 10:00PM on the night before the Show. Only authorized persons will be allowed in the Show Barn area after this time. The Show Barn will reopen at 5:00AM Saturday morning for Show Cattle and 6:00AM Saturday morning for all other animals.
Rule 27: Showmanship Awards
Each member exhibiting his/her own animal will be eligible to compete for the Showmanship Award. Showmanship will be judged during exhibitor showing.  A belt buckle will be presented to the Junior and Senior winners of each class of livestock in the Market Steer, Goat, Lamb and Hog Divisions depending on the number of exhibits in each category that meet the criteria for showmanship. 
Rule 28: Protests
Valid protest can only be made for a rule violation not the judge’s decision.  All protests must be in writing to the Stock Show Committee and accompanied by an affidavit setting forth the basis for the protest, together with a deposit of $300.00 cash which will be forfeited if the protest is not sustained. ALL PROTESTS MUST BE MADE WITHIN THIRTY MINUTES OF THE COMPLETION OF THE JUDGING. 
Rule 29: Operating Expense Sheets
All exhibitors must complete Operating Expense pages and analysis sheets on animals prior to the show. Animal owner exhibitor is required to have the completed animal information sheet with them as the animal crosses the scale. Again, it is the exhibitor’s responsibility to complete the expense pages before 4:30 Friday afternoon, the day before the show.
Rule 30: Thank-You Letters and Financial Obligations
Handwritten Thank-you letters must be submitted on or before February 2. Record books must be completed, and pay all outstanding financial obligations for show animals, and present a “paid in full” fax or letter before or upon receiving their auction/grade money check. Checks will be distributed at the AG Building on March 9, 2026, from 6:00-7:00 PM.
Rule 31: Mandatory Meetings and Weigh-Ins
Exhibitors must attend all mandatory meetings (to be held at 6:00PM on September 10, January 14), events, and weigh-ins. All weigh-ins are mandatory and will be held (8:30-9:30AM) on October 4, November 1, December 6, and January 10. The first unexcused absence will cause the exhibitor to lose grade money. If a second event is missed and is unexcused, the student will not be allowed to show or sell. Exhibitors must notify the Agricultural Science Teacher if unable to attend a mandatory event. The AST and/or the Stock Show Committee will consider extenuating circumstances on a case-by-case basis.
Rule 32: Dress Code
All dress must adhere to the school dress code.
· High School FFA Members: White, long sleeve, collared shirt; black slacks or jeans; FFA jacket; FFA tie or scarf; black or brown shoes/boots.
· Junior FFA Members: White, long sleeve, collared shirt; blue or black tie/scarf; blue or black jeans; black or brown shoes/boots. If an accessory jacket is worn, it must be similar to the blue FFA jacket.
No hats, caps or cell phones allowed in the show ring. 
Exhibitor roll call, dress inspection, and distribution of exhibitor numbers will be Saturday morning at 8:30AM in the Ag building.
Rule 33: General Rules
· Trailer Parking will be in designated areas depending on the weather.
· No chairs of any type will be allowed in the area behind the show and sale arena except for sale and show workers
· There will be no generators in the Show Barn area/property during the Show.
· To avoid distraction, no blow dryers may be used while the show or sale are in progress.
· Show equipment and heifers may be loaded out after the show and prior to 1PM. No loading out of any animals or equipment after 1PM until after the sale is complete. 
· Each Exhibitor is allowed two immediate family members to assist them.  All other unauthorized people need to clear the pen area prior to the opening ceremony of the show and sale.
· No ALCOHOL is allowed on school grounds – it is against the law to have alcohol in your possession on school grounds.
· Each violation of the above rules will result in a $100 fine.

These rules have been put in place to ensure fairness to all exhibitors in all classes.
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